HEADMASTER’S SPEECH 2010
Ladies, Gentlemen, Children,

A very warm welcome to St Leonards- Mayfield Concert Hall and my thanks to the utterly charming Antonia Beary for allowing us the use of this fabulous facility. As usual, this has been an exhilarating and challenging year and it ends at the end of my short yet sweet speech.  Actually I am trying to break the School Record for brevity (73 minutes from start to finish to include oration, prizes, interludes and breathing) and in this heat I think keeping it slick is a sensible option.

I continue to be immensely proud that Skippers remains a vibrant school with its unique family feel!  It is a small school with big expectations and here it is the individual and not the class that counts! Our ethos is clear: we are a kind, warm, sharing community with a competitive streak running through its core.  Each and every pupil is successful and it matters not one iota whether that success lies in the field of drama, comedy, art, music, sport or academia.  Find that special something within the child: nurture it; foster it; stimulate it; boost it…and that child’s self-image burgeons and eventually comes to fruition.  This is not Rocket Science!  It has a special name…EDUCATION!

Education is not created in a vacuum.  Schools are organic and depend on the life forces within the system.  And I would like to give thanks to every member of our school community for helping to construct such unity of spirit: to the teachers for their expertise, professionalism and outstanding dedication; to  you, the parents for not only providing such talented offspring for us to work with but also for actually paying for the privilege; to all the office and domestic staff who labour valiantly behind the scenes to ensure the Skippers machine is functioning and firing on all cylinders; and what about our talented caretaker Peter Jepson – ex-collier, county bowls champion, cabinet maker and stoic northerner who is ready to help anyone in need; a special vote of thanks to the irresistible Jane Orman and her sensational committee who gave us the most funtastic Fan Day ever!  Ice creams, bouncy castles, face painting – how about that for the Hidden Curriculum!
A special thank you to Angela Alsop, my intrepid Director of Studies who works tirelessly for the school sorting the timetable, monitoring the curriculum, teaching Science and achieving excellent results and she smiles even when the third crisis of the day occurs; and, of course, thanks to my wife, Fiona, who has worked with me and for me for twenty years and never a cross word between us… ah 
In the Autumn Term we were all saddened by the loss of the School Proprietor, Sydney.  He was very much loved and had a huge personality; we miss him very much.  His first passion was his family; his second was Skippers and his wide circle of friends.  Maxine has coped incredibly bravely with her bereavement.  Just dealing with a personal loss is stressful but having to take on Sydney’s school and business commitments was a mountain to climb – but climb it she did and a magnificent job she is making of it!  Max has, with Gill Levett’s support, raised Skippers profile in the area.  Marketing has helped boost pupil numbers for September and we will be starting the new academic year with a healthy tally of over 130 children.  I personally want to thank Maxine for not only the sterling work she is doing for the school but also for all the personal support she gives me and all the staff on a day to day basis.  Max our gratitude!
Yesterday I had the real pleasure of watching a first class production by the Junior School: Pirates, me hearties! Shiver me timbers! Run’em through, the hornswaggling landlubbers!  Bearded cut-throat mini pirates armed to the teeth with cutlasses – a scurvier bunch of knaves ‘twould be hard to find! These brigands sang with confidence and gusto: a real credit to the staff and themselves.  All the Senior pupils enjoyed the songs and poems and the finale of “We’re all going on a Summer Holiday” 
Academic results are very important to a school, even more so when that school is non-selective and has, therefore, a broad ability band.  Unlike the state sector we do not teach to and target the SAT’s tests but we do allow our pupils to take these tests as part of our assessment bank.  The results will not be published till the 7th July but we have a sneaky suspicion that we will have done rather well in Maths and English.  There is a huge debate raging within education about the efficacy and worthiness of these tests and many educationists believe that the SAT’s are stifling learning and should be removed.  We shall be debating this matter at our Monday staff meeting.
I am pleased to report that the Senior School has enjoyed a thoroughly productive year.  We have many students moving on to a variety of Secondary  schools:  Worth; Tunbridge Wells Boys Grammar; Notre Dame; Uplands; Bethany; Ringmer; Tonbridge; Eastbourne College; St Bede’s; St Leonards-Mayfield; Brighton College; Cranbrook and Hurstpierpoint to name but a few! And our 100% record at Common Entrance  over more than 20 years is impressive.
Our small school also continues to have outstanding scholarship results and this year’s haul includes:
the Ashdown All Rounder Scholarship to Ardingly secured by the delightful Ilayda Gezegen;  Ilayda also won a major Sports and Drama Scholarship to St Bede’s and found herself spoiled for choice! A wonderful student whom we shall miss greatly! 

Martha Reynolds achieved a Music Award for her abilities with singing, drumming and violence ( sorry that should have been read as violining) – a natural polymath, this young lady will go far!
Oliver John MacKenzie, the Sussex County Goalkeeper in Hockey was awarded a Sports Scholarship to Hurstpierpoint – another fine prospect but a bit of a handbag-carrier when it comes to Rugby!  Stick to Hockey and Cricket, Olly!

And, finally, Charlie Scates.  Charlie has been with us for 11 years and we have watched him blossom over that period.  He achieved an all-rounder scholarship to Hurstpierpoint and we wish him every success there.
Mention should be made of our three near misses:  Dominic Mack is a natural Drama Queen and those of you who saw him performing in Skippers Has Talent, alongside the multitalented and beautiful Maisie Sumpter, will know what I mean!  Samuel Ridge came halfway up the field at Eastbourne and was the youngest candidate by far: had they asked you questions on gardening, farming or First Aid you would have been top of the list!  And Cameron Carr performed well in the exacting Tonbridge Scholarship and easily avoided having to take Common Entrance – well done to all of you!
Mention should also be made of one of our other Year 8 CE candidates who is of great stature –that is academic stature! Stand up, Ben!  Ben Poon is off to Brighton College having passed his CE with consummate ease and scoring A* on his Latin paper!  Brighton invited him to a Prize Giving Ceremony last Wednesday.  
Congratulations to all the Upper School for their huge successes; this year’s leavers are a real credit to the school and will act as great ambassadors for Skippers in the future.  The majority of Year 8 pupils have been at Skippers for around ten years.  We have nurtured them and, quite honestly, they have been true illuminati: they have shone in every sphere – in exams; on stage; on track and field; pitch and wicket; in school/out of school.  These leading lights will go on to Secondary School and continue their path…onward and upward true to themselves!  We are inordinately proud of them!

To each of you girls and boys heading for your new schools we wish you every success and our love and thanks go with you!  Also, to any of you younger ones moving onto pastures new, our fondest wishes go with you too.  We will miss you sorely and remember you fondly.

At this point, I must reiterate that the success of all our pupils has depended on the support of the parents, the industry of the pupils and the dedication of all the staff.  It is most assuredly the combined effort  of all the Junior Staff and Senior staff with the support of the office and domestic staff that has given you pupils the most fantastic and privileged education.

Sport always features at Skippers: 

· Olly MacKenzie County Hockey

· James Anstee’s bowling for the Colts

· Toby Wallace County Elite soccer

· George Crook Smith accomplished biathlete

· Daniel Faure District Soccer

· Charlie Scates a genuine all-rounder and Sporting scholar

· The Mayfield Cricket Cup populated by Skippers boys

· Sam Kisbee and Bertie Cook triumphant in Rugby tournaments

· The Wadhurst lads and their achievements in Soccer
· George and Will and their golf

· Reaching the quarter finals in the Jersey Rugby Sevens

· Horse riding, jumping, dressage 
· Sailing

· Cracking fine teams in Soccer, Netball, Rounders, Rugby, Hockey, Cross Country, Athletics

Now Athletics is a story in itself!   You all went to Sports day and I defy anyone to find a Sports Day that was so diverse and so all-encompassing!  3 Houses; Juniors and Seniors; all next year’s new pupils invited and cared for; parental involvement; races; winners; and those coming in behind being encouraged by their friends and even the winners!  THE SPIRIT OF Skippers alive and kicking!
Sports Day was a resounding success!   Rivers of Pimms, oceans of competition, friendly rivalry … Skippers at its best!

But Sport is just one string to our bow!

Music is so important to us!  The Orchestra and Junior choir with Carolyn Hollyman; Dorothy’s Choirs; Carol Concerts; Dorothy’s Evening Dinner Concert;  Cici’s “Popular”; Millie’s Unexpected Song; Martha and Mooby’s Duet; our catatonic drummers Matty Moo and Robbie;  the brass ensemble; the mad Gilbert keyboarders; my congratulations to anyone who has brought music to brighten our lives!
This year we have 4 important additions to the Staff:

Joining the Junior Team we have the lovely Louise Hemsley.  Louise has already met next year’s intake and parents… and she still is happy to take the job!  The beauty and inexperience of youth!  Louise is very excited at the prospect of giving up 33 kids in her class to educate a much smaller form.  She is a very welcome addition!

Some of you may have noticed Bibi’s mum, Antonia Convert, hanging around Skippers during the day… she has not been lounging, she has been working!  Flourishing her Netball and Rounders certificates, she is also a welcome addition to the Staff!

We have two additions to the Office too!  Yvonne Aldridge has joined the Top Office as a part time Secretary and we have a new Marketing Assistant in the lovely shape of Frances Plummer

A very warm welcome to you all!

Now to a serious matter! To end my speech on a sour note!
It has come to my notice that literacy has moved out of the classroom!  There is that acrid whiff of youthful revolution in the air!  Let me explain:
Recently, as part of our Anti- Bullying Policy, we decided to tell the children that if anyone was being unpleasant to anyone, they should become a whistleblower!  We needed to find a mechanism whereby the victim could “dob” in the aggressor anonymously!  At a Monday Assembly I announced that although we, as a school, according to our pupil questionnaires, could proudly call ourselves a bully-free zone , we still wanted pupils to be able to blow the whistle on anyone who was being  unpleasant!  Please drop a note into the white post box outside the Front Door!  You don’t have to sign it! Just let us know what is going on? Would it work?  Would we catch any clandestine oppressors?  
In three weeks I have had one note about an incident which I looked into – yes you know who you are!
However, I am sad to relate that the insidious children of my school have decided to use this vehicle of personal security as a comedy dropzone.  They think it is funny to be funny at my expense!  Heaven forfend that this practice should go unpunished!

Listen to these little odes I found in the box!

Our school is a good prep school,
Made of bricks, thatch and plaster,
The only thing that's wrong with it,
Is the bald, fat headmaster.

Charming I thought and spotted the handwriting, correct punctuation, proper use of a contraction and sense of metre – revenge was mine! I knew the culprit! Samuel Ridge…show them your arm!

Another miscreant wrote:

Hickory, Dickory, Dock, 
Two mice ran up the clock. 
The clock struck one, 
But the other one escaped with only minor injuries.

Again, this is a Roger McGough poem and so this was plagiarism and I took instant revenge!  Show them your arm, Samuel!

The next was not so easy

What did I learn?
I don't remember.
And I'm not gonna try
Till next September

With my Hercule Poirot wig and moustache on I realised that this could not be Year 8 so my suspicions fell on Year 7;  my thoughts are moving towards Parker or The Professor – possibly James as it was typed!  We’ll see!

Now youngsters, close your ears! Or be beset by fears!  A Year 6 wag wrote this :  James. William, George, Sam or a Thomas methinks!

Mary had a little bear,
To which she was so kind, 
And everywhere that Mary went,
She had a bear behind.

But this was the one that took the biscuit:  Signed anonymously by Year 8
Roses are red;
Violets are blue. 
School is over.
Toodle oo.
Thank you for listening and thank you all for making Skippers a place that I love!
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