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Welcome to the Upper School !
         Years 7 and 8
Your Form Tutors are: 
Tim Lewis, Angela Alsop and Trevor Knight
Below are listed several items of information which you may find useful in Years 7 & 8.  This is in addition to the Notes to Parents which contains general essential information.

Children in Years 7 and 8 should have the following:

· their own marked pencil case containing at least 3 pencils, and 12 coloured pencils, rubber, sharpener, glue stick, ruler (30cms), a scientific calculator, compasses, protractor and an Ink handwriting pen, all the above should be named.

· their own named folders, files and a set of A4 plastic sheets to collect and sort worksheets and to organise any subject information or work.  We have found that at least 4 folders will be needed.  Some of our students prefer using box files.

· a named nylon Art overall with velcro fastenings and a separate blue cotton Science overall. These should be purchased from the School Uniform Supplier.

The following Clubs are available in Years 7 & 8:

· Gymnastics Development Squad takes place in the Autumn and Spring Terms until the House Gymnastics Competition. - run by Mrs. Barkworth – admission is by assessment only.   Some children may be picked for Competition Squad – which also stops after the House Gymnastic Competition.

· Athletics Clubs - take place in the Summer Term every evening except Monday between 4.45 – 5.45 p.m.  Children should sign up for specific days. Lists are put up on the notice board by Mrs Barkworth/Mr. Ritchie. 

· Modelling Club – Year 4 upwards – takes place in the Autumn and Spring Terms on a Wednesday 4.45 – 5.45.  Children should see Mr. Ritchie if they wish to participate.  No charge is made for Modelling Club.  Children provide their own materials.

The following Extras are available in Years 7 & 8 – please complete and return an Extras form, available from the School Office, or the school website, if you wish your child to have lessons.

· Speech and Drama - classes are arranged in groups of 4/6 – parents are billed direct by the teacher, Mrs Pearson - timetable is arranged by the School.   Please refer to the additional information sheet on Speech and Drama.

· Judo takes place on Friday afternoon between 5.00 and 6.00 p.m. – this is a chargeable Extra, billed by the School.

· Individual Music lessons - parents are billed direct by the teacher - timetable is arranged by the School. Please refer to the list of Optional Extras for information on instruments available to children. 

· Pottery Club - Year 3 upwards - no more than 12 pupils per session. Autumn and Spring Terms only.  Please ensure that your child has a separate apron for pottery club.  Please complete and return an Extras form - available from the School Office -if you wish your child to have lessons. 

· Tennis takes place during the Summer Term - classes are arranged in groups of 4/6 - a letter is sent out by the School Office during the course of the Spring Term and the reply slip should be returned - this is a chargeable extra billed by the School.

· Under 12 and Under 13 Teams (Football, Cricket, Athletics, Rounders, Netball, Hockey) are picked from these year groups.  Referred to as 1st teams on the Calendar.  Boys and Girls are expected to be available for all matches. If your child is unavailable for any match, as much advance warning as possible would be appreciated.  Please check the Calendar and Fixtures List.  Teams are posted on the Games Notice Board.  We occasionally need help with transport.  Any offers are always gratefully received.
· The following items are used by your child in this class and any books not previously issued will be supplied and billed by the School as necessary:

· Good News Bible

· Philips School Atlas

· School Dictionary/Thesaurus

· Letts Essentials KS3 English Coursebook and Workbook
· An Anthology of Poetry 

· Maths Notebook

· KS3 Maths Revision Guide

· KS3 Maths Work Book

· Mental Maths workbooks

· KS3 Science Revision Guide (level 5-7)

· KS3 Science Question Workbooks - Biology/Chemistry/Physics

· French Dictionary

· French Guides to Common Entrance - Vocabulary and Speaking

· A toi la parole tapes (issued to Year 7 in Summer term)

· Tricolore Grammar in Action Workbook 2

· Latin Word List 

· Homework Diary

· Letts Visual Revision Guide – Geography  (Year 8)

· Prep – will be one hour per night and reading - reading records to be kept by pupil.  A Prep Timetable is issued to all children by the School at the start of the Academic Year.  Each pupil has a Homework Diary which must be kept up to date, and signed daily by form teacher. This should also be signed weekly by the parent.  If you have any comments or feedback please use the Homework Diary.

· Exercise books for all subjects must be retained by the child for revision and external assessment in future years.  This includes all exercise books from Year 6.

· Year 8 are allowed to use the Tennis Court at Break time with permission of the Duty Member of Staff.

· One of the boards outside Room 1 is  dedicated to notices for Years 7 and 8.  There will be a list of the term’s mailings and we shall also be posting copies of all circulars sent home on the board.  We are finding that circulars are not reaching parents – more often than not they spend the term in the children’s bags!  Please check your child’s bag and please check the board from time to time.
N.B.  With any “Extra” opted for in school, it will be likely that your child may miss a lesson and will then be responsible for making up any missed work.  Staff will endeavour to help children from falling behind. We obviously try to keep the disruption down to the minimum; priority on break time and lunchtime lessons is given to Senior pupils who are preparing for exams and also to S.E.N. children.   We cannot guarantee to timetable ‘Extras’ during non-examinable subjects.

When opting for ‘Extras’ parents should bear in mind that children in their final year have a heavy workload.

We would respectfully remind parents that a full term’s notice, in writing, is required if a child is to be withdrawn from an extra-curricular activity, otherwise a term’s fees in lieu will be charged as per agreement.
