ENGLISH

English at Keyv Stage 3 (11-14)

Our children are taught how to communicate formally and informally, with clarity of
expression, in both written and spoken form. They learn to question and analyse all
sorts of texts. In Literature, we delve into a diverse assortment of authors: Westall:
Pullman; Fine; Shakespeare; Lawrence: Larkin: McGough; Milligan: Lear: Kafka:
Owen; Sassoon; Tennyson and Nash - to name but a few. The students are thoroughly
prepared for their Common Entrance and Public School Scholarship examinations and
have fun on the way!

YEAR 7
GRAMMAR:

¢ Noun types; nouns: verbs and tenses; adjectives and adverbs: conjunctions;
sentence analysis; clauses; subject and object; prefix and sutfix;

PUNCTUATION:

Introduction of Punctuation Handbook

Revision of full stop, comma, question mark, exclamation mark and speech marks
Direct Speech conventions

Introduce colon and semi-colon

Apostrophe Rule

STUDY SKILLS:

Planning strategies
Data handling
Paragraphing
Note taking
Revision Aids
Referencing skills

ICT:

DTP — Word and Powerpoint
Researching databases

Mini Lecture production
Advert design

WRITING:

Discursive essay
Personal writing
Analytical writing
Letter — informal/formal
Composition



Writing for an audience
Playscripting

Poetry Handbook

Poetry composition/rapping

Direct Speech

Creating posters

Discursive essays

The writer’s craft

Figures of speech.

Comparison of texts and characters

COMPREHENSION:

Prose/Comprehension Book

Essentials Coursebook Y7

Essentials Workbook Y7

Literacy Objectives Book 1

Common Entrance passages

Precis

Poetry — specific texts, especially from the anthology
Figures of Speech

SPELLING:
e Spelling Record
e Spelling Rules

e Spelling Awareness Booklet

READING/TEXTS:

Set text on the theme of “Conflict”

A variety of texts updated regularly: Yankee Girl’ Beowulf
Genre

Poetry Handbook

Haikus

War Poets: Sassoon and Owen

William Blake “Tyger”

Sonnets

Book Reviews

DRAMA:

Group Mime

Solo Mime

Improvisation

House Drama

Balloon Debate

Just A Minute

Concert and Form Assemblies



YEARS

GRAMMAR & PUNCTUATION:

8 Parts of Speech

The Article

Sentence Analvsis

Standard English/ Accent/Dialect/Slang/Cockney Rhyming Slang
History of English Language

Revision of Punctuation Handbook — also use of brackets and ellipsis
Spelling Awareness Handbook

STUDY SKILLS:

¢ Exam techniques and Time Management
e Revision Aids — mind maps/highlighting/lists/bullets
¢ Mnemonics

ICT:

WORD/OFFICE PACKAGES

Powerpoint

Mini Prospectus

Photoshop and Publisher for website/newsletters/reports
Advert/leatlet/propaganda construction

WRITING, COMPREHENSION & READING:

e Essaytechniques — particular focus on the discursive essav and narrative
composition

e Playscripting

e Great Speeches in History

Poetry Composition: haikus; tankas; epitaphs: sonnets: limericks; free verse;

svllabic writing: sonnets: acrostics

Creating posters, leaflets, brochures and adverts

Propaganda: analysis and construction

Timed essavs/exam practice

Figures of Speech: alliteration; simile; metaphor; personification; enjambement;

assonance; onomatopoeia; litotes; tautology: paradox; irony

Glossary and Poetry Handbook

e Literacy Objectives Books 1 and 2

e Essential Coursebook and Workbook Y8



TEXTS:

Revision of set texts (e.g. Northern Lights) which is “Relationships™
Poetry Anthology

War Poets

The Winslow Boy

Bov in the striped Pyjamas

A Kestrel |[For a Knave

A Shakespearian text

A wide variety of texts from Kafka to Milne

The Dreamwalker’s child

DRAMA:

House Drama

Summer Production
Improvisation

Mime

Concert and Form Assemblies
Theatre visit



MATHS

At Skippers, we aim to encourage and stimulate the children’s curiosity and, in doing
so, enable them eventually to achieve a high standard in numeracy and other
mathematical skills. To do this, we use a variety of approaches appropriate to their
age and needs. They are encouraged to think mathematically, and be prepared to
apply their skills in many aspects of later evervday life.

The programme set out in this booklet allows the pupils to progress smoothly through
the school and achieve these aims, while gaining confidence in all aspects of the
subject and enjoying their maths!

From the age of 11. a demanding Maths syllabus covering Level 6 and aspects of
Level 7 of the National Curriculum keeps our pupils focused on thewr goals. A
disciplined and organised approach to their work is fostered in preparation for the
Common Entrance and Scholarship examinations. Differentiation is vital at this
stage. Each child’s needs are assessed and catered for. This promotes self-confidence
and leads to marked progress. From extra tuition for those in need of additional help,
to a weekly Maths Club for the more able children, various approaches are used to
help stimulate the mind and meet every pupil’s needs. The breadth of work covered
m the last two years forms an excellent basis for GCSE study and beyvond.

The work covered in Years 7 and 8 18 outlined below.
YEAR 7

= Mental mathematics: a programme of techniques, strategies — practice and
consolidation — is followed throughout the year.

=  Number: Rounding: significant figures and decimal places. Deciding sensible
degrees of accuracy. Estimation to check calculations.

= Use factors, prumes, squares. cubes and roots. HCF. Prume Factors.

= Solve problems using long multiplication or division.

= 4 Rules of decimals. Effect of multiplyving or dividing by decimals < 1.

= Negative numbers: multiply, divide, square. Substitution. Equations with
negative solutions. Co-ordinates in all 4 quadrants.

= Relationship between decimals, fractions and %; equivalent fractions:
cancelling. Find a fraction or percentage of an amount and solve problems.

= Add, subtract and divide fractions, including mixed numbers.

= Understand ratios and reduce them to their simplest form by cancelling,
Divide an amount in a given ratio. Solve problems using ratios.

= Efficient use of a calculator: BODMAS — correct order of processes with
multiple operations; use of brackets: checking answers.

= Use direct proportion. Solve problems using ratios and proportion.

= Estimation of measures and calculations: Use approximation to check the
reasonableness of an answer. Use a scientific calculator efficiently.

= Map scales: use map scales to convert measurements to distances. Converting
cm to Km. Research map scales 1n atlas. using form 1 : n and calculate
approximate distances from measurements.

= Revise 4 rules of decimals: harder decimal calculations without a calculator.



Algebra: Produce and solve simple linear equations. Use to solve simple
worded problems.

Review of basic algebraic techniques: Use of brackets: substitution; roots and
powers; construct and use simple expressions and formulae.

Algebraic methods: harder examples of substitution and simplityving
expressions with brackets. Produce expressions and use to solve worded
problems. Manipulation of higher powers.

Shape, space & measures: Metric and Imperial measures: capacity, mass, and
length: conversion; rough equivalence.

Solve problems involving area and perimeter of squares, rectangles &
composites. Practical applications.

Angle properties of quadrilaterals & triangles, parallel lines and angles at a
point. Use properties to calculate angles, including using equations.
Construction of triangles from given data and calculation of area from
measurements taken.

Volume and surface area of cuboids.

Probability: scale from O to 1. Calculate and justify theoretical probabilities.
Use experimental probability. Sum of mutually exclusive events = 1

Data handling: Mean, median, mode & range of discrete data. Collect and
display grouped data. Construct and interpret pie charts. Draw and interpret
line graphs and conversion graphs.

Using & applving: Tackle open-ended pure maths tasks and those of a more
practical nature.

YEARS

Mental mathematics: a programme of techniques, strategies — practice and
consolidation — is followed throughout the year.

Number: Problems using fractions or percentages: Calculate fractions and %
of amounts. Increase or decrease by a given % or fraction.

Reduce ratios to simplest form. Divide an amount in a given ratio. Use direct
proportion. Solve problems using ratios and proportion.

4 Rules of fractions and mixed numbers. Calculations involving several
operations. Relationships between fractions, decimals and percentages.
Efficient use of a calculator, checking answers by estimation, rounding
answers appropriately. Revise BODMAS. Use of brackets. The effect of
multiplying or dividing by decimals < 1

Speed / time / distance: and other measures of rates — “per”. Calculations
involving division, with large numbers or small decimal numbers. Estimation
and approximation of the above — cancelling.

Algebra: Substitution involving fractional and negative values:; simplity
expressions involving powers, fractions and brackets; produce and solve linear
equations and inequalities with fraction and negative solutions.

Graphs of linear & curved functions. Substitution, including negative
numbers. Draw graphs in all 4 quadrants. More able consider y = mx + c.
Points of intersection.

Number sequences: Find and describe the next or n" term in a linear or
quadratic sequence. Produce a sequence, given the general rule. Square,
triangular cube and Fibonacci series.

Shape, space & measures: Area and circumference of (parts of) circles.
Semicircles, quadrants and composites.



Revise angle and symmetry properties of triangles and quadrilaterals. parallel
and intersecting lines. Interior and exterior angle properties of polygons.
Area of shapes composed of squares, rectangles and triangles, parallelograms,
circles. Surface area. Volume of cuboids. Problems involving mass,
capacity, volume and costs.

Enlargement & reflection: Enlargement by a whole number scale factor. The
effect of enlargement on area. Reflection and rotation symmetry.

2D representation of 3D shapes. including nets and 1sometric drawings.
Construction of simple triangles and shapes made from them, e.g. rhombus.
Calculate (surface) area and volume using measurements from constructions.
3-Figure Bearings and their use in scale drawings

Probability: Practical and theoretical Probability: of combined events — sample
space diagrams, tables. Mutually exclusive outcomes. Experimental
probability.

Data Handling: Understand & use averages: to compare distributions. Mean,
mode median & range of discrete data. Interpret frequency diagrams.
Averages from frequency tables and grouped data.

Produce scatter diagrams and draw conclusions from them. Positive and
negative correlation. Draw and use conversion graphs. Read information
from a variety of graphs.



SCIENCE

At Skippers, we make Science fascinating and fun. Investigations and experiments
have a high priority, promoting an enquiring mind, whilst catering for the evervday
scientist to the future professor.

We aim to provide a seamless, progressive programme of work, which will encourage
and stimulate the children’s natural curiosity, in order to prepare them for life in a
highly technical and rapidly changing World. This programme gives them the
opportunity to explore, observe and question their environment and develop their
experiences.

Our aun 1s to cover the Key Stage 3 programme of study by the end of Year 8, even
though this 1s a year earlv, so that students are well prepared for whichever school
they move on to, diversity of options being taken into consideration. Common
Entrance is still the most common option. Independent learning is encouraged by way
of students devising and writing up their own investigations. A variety of teaching
stvles 1s used in order to extend the most able to Scholarship level, whilst giving the
necessary support to those who have difficulties. The expected Homework at this
stage is one hour

YEAR 7

Electricity and magnetism

Structure of the atom and static charge

Series and parallel circuits

Current 1n circuits

Resistors and Resistance 1n circuits

Fuses

The magnetic effect of a current

Electromagnets

Difterent switches, including, SPDT switches, reed switches, reed relays
Generating electricity

The Earth

Formation of sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic rocks
Uses of rocks for building and the effects of weathering
Calcium carbonate

Formation of coal and oil

The periodic table of elements

Metals and non —metals

Reaction of metals with water, acid and oxygen
Displacement reactions



Elements, compounds and mixtures

Difterences between the three

Iron, sulphur, iron sulphide

Separating mixtures —distillation, chromatography, separating funnel, sublimation
Fractional distillation of air, crude oil and coal.

Acids and bases

The p.H scale

Using difterent indicators
Neutralisation and the formation of salts
Acid rain

Mass, volume and density
Forces

e Extension of springs —single, series and parallel
e Moments and turning forces

YEAR 8
Pressure, force and area
Speed
Energy

¢ FEnergy sources, types and changes
e Conduction, convection and radiation

Humans as organisms

Life processes

Structure and function of parts of animal and plant cells

Adaptation of cells

Functions of organs in the body

A balanced diet and the role of nutrients

Digestion and the role of enzymes

Blood as a transport system and the exchange of gases at the capillaries
Breathing, lung structure and gas exchange.

Effects of smoking

Reproduction, fertilisation and the menstrual cycle

Development of the foetus in the womb and the role of the placenta



The brain and the nervous system
The excretory system
Respiration

The endocrine svstem

Skeleton, joints and muscles

Chemical preparation of gases and their tests

The Earth and beyond
Chemical reactions

Light and sound

The carbon and nitrogen cycles

Plants, including the detailed structure of a leaf
Materials and their properties

The environment, including disposal of toxic waste and pollution



HISTORY

In preparation for the Common Entrance Examination at the end of Year 8 pupils
study Medieval Realms from Year 6 onwards. The Examination requires the pupils to
write an essay and answer an Evidence Paper. Both parts require a great deal of
knowledge, as well as highly developed analyvtical and discursive abilities. These
areas are covered in detail, especially in Year 8 where past Common Entrance Papers
are studied in more detail.

YEAR 7

MEDIEVAL REALMS 1066-1189

=  Revision of the Norman Invasion

=  The Domesday Book

= The Feudal System

= Death of William I and his legacy

»  Chronology: William IT — Henry II

= 19 Long Winters

= HenryvII . Abolishing private armies
Building restrictions
The Church Courts

= Argument with Thomas Becket

MEDIEVAL REALMS 1189 -1327

» Richard I and the 3" Crusade

=  Why go on Crusade?

= What was brought back to the West?

=  King John

=  Quarrels with the Barons and the Church
=  Magna Carta

= Chronology: Henry Il — Edward IIT

MEDIEVAL REALMS 1327 -1377

= THE 100 YEARS WAR

=  Edward III

= Reasons for the start of the war.

= Battle of Crecy

= Siege of Calais

Either

= Soldiers of Fortune

=  The Battle of Poitiers

= End of period of English Supremacy

Or

=  The Black Death

Each term to contain Evidence work and Essay writing skills
Weekly Chronology and/or Terminology tests



YEARS

MEDIEVAL REALMS 1348 — 1381

Either

Soldiers of Fortune
The Battle of Poitiers
End of period of English Supremacy

The Black Death

Detailed study and comparison of the battles of Crecy & Poitiers
Richard II and the Peasants™ Revolt

Monks & Monasteries

MEDIEVAL REALMS 1381 — 1485

Chronology Richard II — Richard II1

The reasons for the start of the Wars ot the Roses
Main characters from the time

The Battle of Bosworth Field

Revision of CE topics

Most of the work leading up to CE13+ will be done on an individual basis
Pupils will be working on 4-7 selected topics from compulsory list (see next
page)

Documents/Evidence/DVDs/Internet

Past Common Entrance Practice Papers

Some pupils will begin this revision process during Term 2 rather than covering
the Wars of the Roses.



HISTORY REVISION TOPICS — CE 13+

WAR & GOVERNMENT | RELIGION SOCIAL GENERAL
REBELLION & HISTORY TOPICS
PARLIAMENT
1066 ESTABLISHING | THE ROLE & BLACK DEATH | CASTLES &
Stamford Br. ROYAL IMPORTANCE CATHEDRALS
Hastings. CONTROL —any | OF
Hereward the medieval king MONASTERIES
Wake.
Harrying of the
North
STEPHEN & BARONIAL ANY MAJOR PEASANTS® WOMEN IN
MATILDA REVOLT —eg CHURCH REVOLT MEDIEVAL
Nineteen Long Matilda, John, FIGURE - eg SOCIETY
Winters. Henry III, Edward | Thomas Becket
Civil War 11
EDWARD 1 PEASANTS® THE CRUSADES | TOWN & MUSEUMS &
(Wales & REVOLT — 1% or 31 VILLAGE LIFE SITE VISITS
Scotland) Reasons, major eg Lewes Castle,
Deeat of the events, legacy ete Anne of Cleves
Welsh. House
Castle building.
Scotland, Stirling
Br.
William Wallace
EDWARD IT THE STRUGGLE ART &
Bannockburn DEVELOPMENT | BETWEEN KING LITERATURE
OF & THE CHURCH eg The
PARLIAMENT — Henry IL John Renaissance
ANY
MEDIEVAL
PERSONALITY
EDWARD III STRUGGLE

100 Years War

BETWEEN KING
& CHURCH - eg
Henry 11, John

HENRY V
Agincourt

HENRY VI &
JOAN OF ARC

HENRY VII
Wars of the Roses




GEOGRAPHY

Geography helps pupils to make sense of their environment and to understand and
appreciate the variety of different phvsical and human situations. Geography has a
direct relevance for pupils as it relates to aspects of their own lives. As well as the
development of particular geographic skills broad educational can be effectively
pursued through the study of geography.

In years 7 and 8 the students follow the ISEB geography syllabus. They are prepared
for the exams at the end of vear 8 which are externally examined and produce two
pieces of fieldwork. The fieldwork in year 8 is sent to their future schools for
marking. In recent years the final fieldwork project has studied the hierarchy of
services in the local area and the processes acting on the coast at Eastbourne.

YEAR 7

Geology and its affects on weathering and erosion.

Weathering processes

Erosion, transportation and deposition

How features along the coastline form.

How features in a river form.

Case study -tlooding

How to prevent and plan tor tfloods

To know the features found on the coast and the processes involved in the
formation of Headlands and Bays, Longshore -drift, and formation of spits,
bars, and tombolas.

Site Situation Function and growth of rural and urban settlements
Location of Settlements

Land use patterns in cities

Hierarchies of settlements and shopping

The provision of goods and settlements in settlements

Changes in function of settlements and the aftects on those who live there
What are the pressures on the rural urban fringe

The similarities and diftferences in cities n ELDC’s

Know what a hazard is

Worlds plates Location of the worlds Hazards including Landslides and
avalanches

Case Study of Earthquake Volcano

Responses to Hazards

Know the different Economic activity types and Define them.

Know where farming is located in the UK and why.

Know and understand the location of Manufacturing,

Know a Tertiary industry. A case study of Tourism.

How has industry changed in The UK?

Case Study of Halifax

Changes to the car Industry

Footloose Industries

Location factors of Industries

Globalisation



YEARS

When year 8 take their common entrance exam in the summer of their final year at
Skippers. they are expected to know by the examining board. general features of the
earth such as continents, latitude and longitude lines as well as predetermined
countries and thewr capitals. Moreover physical features of the earth such as mountain
ranges and lakes should be known. The full list 1s below.

How an ISEB project is developed

To know and understand what a hypothesis is develop one for ISEB project.
Data and equipment required for hypothesis testing

Data Collection.

How to write an introduction

Collection and collation of results

Development of method

Results presentation and analysis

Understand the components that make up the water cycle

To understand how temperatures vary from place to place

To know the different types of rainfall and how it is caused

Understand why weather and climate vary over the British Isles
Microclimates

Understand why weather and climate vary around the world

Climatic Hazards

To be able to locate and name UK and global water features named in ISEB
svllabus

e Revision



